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NBA I/20; BC A120a-c
11. S. after Trinity (BWV 199, 179, 113)
*1 Corinthians 15:1–10 (Paul writes of his apostleship 
and lists post-resurrection appearances of Jesus)
*Luke 18:9–14 (Parable of the Pharisee and the 
tax collector in the temple to pray)
Librettist: Georg Christian Lehms (see note).
FP: 12 August 1714 (Weimar
palace chapel). Performed 
again several times (see
notes).
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●Depravity of my heart makes me utterly wretched (199/1).
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Chamber Instrumentation:
Oboe
Vln I, II
Vla
(Leipzig version adds
Violoncello piccolo.)
Soprano
Continuo
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Lehms. Georg Christian Lehms (1684–1717).
Alfred Dürr writes, “Georg Christian Lehms was born in 1684 at Liegnitz (now Legnica, Poland), attended school at Görlitz, and studied at the University of Leipzig. At the end of 1710 he took up the post of court poet and librarian at Darmstadt, and before 1713 was appointed to the court council. On 15 May 1717, however, pulmonary tuberculosis brought his life to an untimely end. Lehms is best known for his dictionary Teuschlands galante Poetinnen (Germany’s Galant Poetesses; Frankfurt, 1715), yet he also wrote novels, opera librettos, numerous occasional poems, and several church-year cycles of cantata texts for services at the Darmstadt court, set to music by the resident Capellmeisters Christoph Graupner and Gottfried Grünewald. Bach adopted several texts from the first of these cycles, which appeared in print in 1711 under the title Gottgefälliges Kirchen-Opffer (Church Offering, Pleasing to God). This publication is divided into two parts: a cycle for the morning service, containing only biblical words, arias, and occasional chorales; and another for the evening service, characterized by its predominance of madrigalian verse, including recitatives. This evening cycle is thus a successor to Neumeister’s cycles, and was probably conceived mainly for solo voice. From it, Bach set Cantatas 199 and 54 in Weimar and another seven cantatas later in Leipzig (BWV 57, 151, 16, 32, 13, 170, and 35). From the morning cycle, on the other hand, he set only a single text: Cantata 110 (Leipzig, 1725). An eleventh cantata, Liebster Gott, vergißt du mich, BWV Anh. I 209, originated at an unknown date, perhaps in Weimar, but is no longer extant. Other church-year cycles by Lehms survive, dating from 1712, 1715, and 1716, but as far as we know Bach set no texts from them." See Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 16.

Martin Petoldt notes, “Lehms’ texts occasionally depart from the linguistic and metaphorical repertoire of the Bible customary for a particular Sunday, or reinforce the potential for emotional impact (Sünden Brut, Ungeheuer, Höllenhenker, Lasternacht)  (brood of sin, monster, executioner of hell, night of vice); in this context, he has a fondness for compound nouns: Höllenhenker, Lasternacht, Adamssamen, Tränenquellen, Tränenbrunn, Schmerzensreu, Trostwort, Felsenstein (hell’s executioner, night of vice, Adam’s seed, fountains of tears, fountain of tears, pained remorse, words of comfort, boulder stone)." See Bach-Kommentar 1:265.

The libretto for BWV 199 was set in 1712 by Christoph Graupner (1683–1760). The music is available via https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page. accessed 7 June 2025.

On the basis of Bach’s handwriting, Yoshitake Kobayashi proposed that the cantata was written and performed already in 1712. (See “Quellenkundliche Überlegungen zur Chronologie der Weimarer Vokalwerke Bachs, in: Bach-Kolloquium Rostock, 1990, pp. 290–308.) On stylistic grounds, Klaus Hofmann argues for a later date, suggesting that the evolution of one’s handwriting style can be erratic, since it depends on a range of factors. 

See Klaus Hofmann, “Anmerkungen zur Datierung einiger Kantaten aus Bachs Weimarer Zeit” in Bach-Jahrbuch 2022, especially pp. 51–58. 
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Form (All Soprano): Recit - Aria - Recit - Aria - Recit - Chorale - Recit - Aria.
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The cantata is in chiastic form. Bach often used chiastic (x-shaped/symmetrical) forms, in which center movements (where the mirror image begins) provide the crux of the matter. There antithetical elements meet or are paradoxically inverted (formal 
	inversion reflects an aspect of reversal or turning in the text). 
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                  4. Aria. Deeply bowed and full of remorse
            5. Recit./6. Chorale. On this painful remorse
            3. Recit. But God must to me
      7. Recitative. I lay myself in these wounds.
      2. Aria and Recit. Silent sighs, quiet lamentations 
8. Aria. How joyful is my heart.
1. Recit. My heart swims in blood.

See note for more.
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In the foreword to the 2014 Carus edition of BWV 199, Klaus Hofmann (with translation by David Kosviner) documents differences among versions of the cantata: 

“Sources and versions
1. Original version Weimar 1714: Bach’s score contains the cantata notated uniformly in the key of C Minor in all of the parts (referring to the opening recitative and the first aria). The corresponding performance material, however, displays a particularity characteristic of Weimar tuning practice: Soprano, strings and continuo played in C Minor, i.e., at choir pitch, but the oboe played in D Minor, i.e., at chamber pitch. Choir pitch was a whole tone higher than chamber pitch, a discrepancy which was compensated for by transposing the oboe part.

"2. Second Weimar version: A second performance which occurred still during the Weimar period is documented by a combination part, in Bach’s own handwriting, for a musician who played both oboe and violoncello. The latter played continuo in all the movements in which he was not needed as oboist, as well as taking on the instrumental obligato part in movement 6, which was originally intended for solo viola, in an expanded and technically more challenging version (probably for a violoncello with an additional e’-string.

"3. Köthen versions: Sources from Bach’s time as court Kapellmeister in Köthen from 1717 to 1723 document performances in divergent orchestrations, without, however, providing a unified overview. One distinctive score variant using an obbligato viola da gamba can be derived from a score sketch and three parts written by Bach himself. In this version, the gamba played the instrumental obbligato part in movement 6 and was given an independent part in the final movement of the cantata, which Bach revised accordingly. He made a new simplified sketch of the aria in the full score up to the middle of m. 26, copying the oboe, voice and continuo parts without alteration but rewriting the parts for violin | + violin II + viola for violin + viola + viola da gamba. The score sketch, notated partly at choir pitch and partly at chamber pitch, as well as the subsequently copied parts for violin and viola indicate tuning practices similar to those in Weimar. Violin and viola, together with the organ, played at choir pitch (B-flat major), while oboe and gamba played at chamber pitch (C major). The newly completed parts were obviously used together with the performance material from Weimar. Only one violin part for the new Köthen version of the final movement is still extant, and it cannot be ascertained from the source material whether this part was played by a single violin or by violin I and II in unison.
	"Three instrumental parts notated at chamber pitch, two figured continuo parts (presumably for harpsichord and lute) with no further designation, as well as a part for Violino 1 in which the oboe parts of movements 2 and 8 have been rewritten for the string instrument, must be considered as evidence for another performance. The parts were presumably intended for a small ensemble performance without organ, i.e., not for a church, but rather for a chamber music event where no oboist was available. The parts offer no evidence as to whether they were used in conjunction with the new Köthen version of movement 6 and 8, but this seems fairly likely.

"4. Leipzig version: In Leipzig, Bach offered the cantata again. According to Alfred Dürr’s investigations, the first performance was presumably on 8 August 1723, the 11th Sunday after Trinity. The final movement was once more rendered in its original form. Due to the tuning practice, which differed from Weimar, Bach had some of the parts from Weimar recopied and transposed to D Minor. The solo soprano, the continuo organ and the oboe presumably played from the Weimar parts; the continuo melody instruments were able to use the—albeit figured—parts from the Köthen performances. There is a single part which cannot be conclusively classified chronologically: it contains the instrumental obbligato part for movement 6 in a transcription for violoncello piccolo. The part certainly originates from Bach’s Leipzig period, but it is quite possible that it was made for a later repeat performance, i.e., that the instrumentation of movement 6 was different for the first Leipzig performance.”

See Johann Sebastian Bach. The Sacred Vocal Music Complete Edition. Cantatas (Stuttgart: Carus Verlag, 2017), vol. 16, pp. 633–634 (Klaus Hofmann, with translation by David Kosviner).
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Martin Petzoldt argues that the pairs of movements 1/2 and 7/8 correspond to each other both theologically and affectively (with regard to the verbs and descriptions of states used as starting points for the musical inventions):

1. The “heart swimming in blood” expresses the consequence of sin. (swimming, brood of sins, robbing of peace, pain and desolation, )
7. Christ’s wounds destroy sin. (Laying, the right rock, resting place, faith)

swimming – laying
the brood of sins – the right rock
robbing of peace – resting place
pain and desolation – faith 
hiding and covering – soaring and singing in faith 

2. Tears, sighs, and lamentations are the attempt to show repentance before God.
8. God’s reconciliation gladdens the heart and opens up bliss and his heart.

mute – joyful heart 
testimony (as proof) – bliss 
sinful heart of man – open heart of God 

See Bach-Kommentar 1:266.
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My            heart               swims            in               blood,                         because   me      (my) 
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sin’s       brood    In       God’s          holy              eyes       into-a            monster                    makes;          and     my
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conscience             feels          pain,          because to-me   (my)                sins         nought       but              hell's-hangmen
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are.                          (O)  hated               night-of-depravity!    Thou, thou      alone       hast       me    into      such      distress
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The theme of remorse over sin in the face of God's 
holiness (recognizing that the origin of sin lies in Adam’s 
fall) recalls a range of biblical passages.
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An early chamber cantata for soprano; a dramatic soliloquy tracing the progression from remorse to reconciliation.
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Concerning the relationship between recitative and aria in this cantata, see note.
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The relationship between recitative and aria is particularly interesting in "Mein Herze schwimmt im Blut" (BWV 199)—comprised entirely of a monologue by the Soul. The cantata begins with a highly charged recitative. Then, in the following da capo aria, an unexpected recitative ends the B section, setting up the reprise in a particularly effective manner. In the remaining pairs of movements (one of which is a recitative-chorale pair), the recitatives end with incomplete sentences, whose final colon indicates that the text will be finished in the following movement. In light of this syntactical construction, the lengthy ritornello at the beginning of the central aria (199/4: "Tief gebückt") is rhetorically significant—the soprano appears to have been rendered speechless. Intended perhaps as a biblical allusion (Romans 8:26: ‘sighs too deep for words’), the effect is strengthened by unison trills toward end of the ritornello. 
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Last changed: 25 December 2025.
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For biblical
background,
see note.
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Jeremiah 17:9–10. The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately corrupt; who can understand it? “I the Lord search the mind and try the heart, to give to every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.” 
Genesis 6:5. The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
Job 15:15–16. Behold, God puts no trust in his holy ones, and the heavens are not clean in his sight; how much less one who is abominable and corrupt, a man who drinks iniquity like water!
Psalm 14:2–3. The Lord looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there are any that act wisely, that seek after God. They have all gone astray, they are all alike corrupt; there is none that does good, no, not one.
Psalm 143:2. [O Lord]…no man living is righteous before thee. (Also Psalm 130:3.)
Psalm 51:3. I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Romans 7:15–20, 22–24. I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. So then it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me…For I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? (Also Galatians 5:17.)
1 Thessalonians 5:6–7. Let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 
Romans 5:12, 17, 19. …Sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all men sinned…Because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man…By one man’s disobedience many were made sinners…
Psalm 51:5. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity (Luther 1545: aus sündlichem Samen gezeugt), and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Isaiah 57:20–21. The wicked are like the tossing sea; for it cannot rest, and its waters toss up mire and dirt. There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked. (Also Isaiah 48:22.)
Deuteronomy 11:16–17. Take heed lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them, and the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and he shut up the heavens (Luther 1545: und schließe den Himmel zu)…
Galatians 5:19, 21. The works of the flesh are plain…I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (Also 1 Corinthians 6:9–10.)
Hebrews 3:12–13. Take care, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God…that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
1 Samuel 6:6. Why should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts?… (Also Hebrews 3:8, 12–13, 15). 
Genesis 3:8–10. [After they had sinned, Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and [they] hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid…” (Also 1 John 2:28.)
Isaiah 6:1–2. …I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with two he covered his face…
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For word-for-word English translations, see Unger, Handbook to Bach's Sacred Cantata Texts.
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Alfred Dürr writes, “From 2 March 1714 onwards Bach’s output of cantatas is easier to survey, for on that day Bach, then chamber musician and organist at the Weimar court, was appointed Concertmaster by Duke Wilhelm Ernst of Saxe-Weimar, with the attendant duty of composing and performing his own cantatas monthly in order to relieve the ailing Capellmeister Johann Samuel Drese. From that time until Drese’s death on 1 December 1716, Bach as a rule composed a new cantata every four weeks. The following cantatas survive from this period:
1714: BWV 182, 12, 172, 21, 61, 63, 152
1715: BWV 80a (?), 31, 165, 185, 163, 132
1716: BWV 155, 161, 162, 70a, 186a, 147a

"Note [expanded]: Details, together with discussion of questionable dates and gaps in transmission, are given in Alfred Dürr, Studien über die frühen Kantaten Johann Sebastian Bachs, 2nd rev. edition of dissertation first published in 1951 (Wiesbaden: Breitkopf und Härtel, 1977), 63 ff. Various modifications to Dürr’s chronology have since been proposed by Andreas Glöckner, ‘Zur Chronologie der Weimarer Kantaten J. S. Bachs,’ Bach-Jahrbuch 1985, 159–64, by Klaus Hofmann, ‘Neue Überlegungen zu Bachs Weimarer Kantaten-Kalender,’ Bach-Jahrbuch 1993, 9–29, and by Yoshitake Kobayashi, ‘Quellenkundliche Überlegungen zur Chronologie der Weimarer Vokalwerke Bachs,’ in Karl Heller und Hans-Joachim Schulze, editors, Das Frühwerk Johann Sebastian Bachs (Cologne: Studio, 1995).” 

See Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 14.
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brought!             And     thou,                 thou             wicked                        seed-of-Adam,               dost-rob        my  
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soul           of-all          rest         and             dost-lock-up        to-it       -      heaven                 - !                                Ah!
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Unheard-of                     pain!               My                            dried-up                    heart             will    furthermore
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no    consolation                  moisten;                                    and        I       must   myself    from      him
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hide,          before whom the     angels themselves their               face(s)                   cover.
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Alfred Dürr writes, “The second movement, an aria with obbligato oboe, impresses by virtue of its wide-ranging melody; and perhaps it is not mistaken to hear in the large intervallic leaps of the oboe part, constantly



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 199

3

mpeau
Typewritten Text
1.

mpeau
Typewritten Text
199/2.

mpeau
Typewritten Text
●Sighs & tears show my unspoken remorse (199/2). 
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This type of aria is called a “Devisenarie” (a term coined by Hugo Riemann) or “motto aria.” After the ritornello, the singer presents the first phrase of the aria as a kind of motto. This is followed by a short instrumental bridge before the aria proper begins. The motto sets the tone (and the literary perspective) for the movement.
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changing direction, the hopelessness felt by the soul in its awareness of sin. From a technical, compositional viewpoint, it is interesting to note Bach’s attempt to fill large expanses of the aria with the ritornello theme stated at the outset on the oboe: hardly a bar is to be found in the whole movement in which it does not occur. It is also worth noting a certain formal idiosyncrasy: following the librettist’s intention, Bach inserts a few recitative bars with continuo accompaniment before the start of the usual da capo.” See The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 492.
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Ritornello related to vocal theme: Italianate
melody reminiscent of HandelS.
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The soprano’s expression of remorse recalls a range of biblical passages.
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Vocal insertion ("Vokaleinbau")
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Withdrawal of the obobe, pauses in the continuo, and sighing motives in the vocal line depict "stumme Seufzer" ("mute sighs"). 
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*Luke 18:9–13. [Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adul­terers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner!’” 
Psalm 38:6–10, 13–14, 18. I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; all the day I go about mourning. For my loins are filled with burning, and there is no soundness in my flesh. I am utterly spent and crushed; I groan because of the tumult of my heart. Lord, all my longing is known to thee, my sighing is not hidden from thee. My heart throbs, my strength fails me; and the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me…I am like a deaf man, I do not hear, like a dumb man who does not open his mouth. Yea, I am like a man who does not hear…I confess my iniquity, I am sorry for my sin.
Jeremiah 9:1. O that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night. (Also Jeremiah 9:18).
Luke 7:37–38. Behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner…brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind [Jesus] at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair…
Micah 6:6–7. With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?…Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
Psalm 76:7. [O Lord]…who can stand before thee when once thy anger is roused? (Also Psalm 130:3, Psalm 143:2, Nahum 1:6, Malachi 3:2, Revelation 6:17.)
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My         heart              is     now      a                  well-of-tears,                    (my)        eyes
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The momentum stops as the singer ponders weepingly how reconciliation with God can be accomplished.
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See note
for more.
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Martin Petzoldt writes, “This…shows the principle according to which Bach distinguishes secco recitatives from accompagnato in this cantata: if they have an exclusively transitional function in or to another type of movement, he composes them as secco (in movement 2, movement 5 as a transition to movement 6); if they have an independent meaning, he sets them to music as accompagnato (movements 1, 3, and 7).” 

See Bach-Kommentar 1:268, translated from the German original.
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●Mercy will be shown to me by God for I repent (199/3. 
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Phrygian cadence often used for questions.
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hot         springs.                         Ah    God!                   Who    will      thee  indeed                  satisfy?
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Yet     God       must   to-me        merciful          be,        for       I     (my)    head         with      ashes,
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(My)           face             with     tears          do-bathe,     my     heart       in   remorse and sorrow   do-batter              and 
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full-of       melancholy   (I)      say:                                     God      be     to-me,  (a)        sinner,                       merciful!
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Verbatim quotation from the Sunday's Gospel (Luke 18:13), set quasi-ariowso.
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The recitative sets up the following aria, just as no. 5 sets up the following chorale setting.
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Here the text alludes to Jeremiah 31:20 (see note).
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Jeremiah 31:20 [God]: Is Ephraim my dear son? Is he my darling child? For as often as I speak against him, I do remember him still. Therefore my heart yearns for him (Luther 1545: bricht mir mein Herz); I will surely have mercy on him, says the Lord.
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2 Chronicles 7:14 [God]: If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin… (Also 1 Kings 8:33–34, 2 Chronicles 6:24–25.)
Job 42:6. I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.
Daniel 9:3–6. I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and supplications with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed…and made confession, saying, “O Lord…we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from thy commandments and ordinances; we have not listened to thy servants…”
Ezra 9:6. O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to thee, my God, for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt (Luther 1545: Schuld) has mounted up to the heavens. (Also Revelation 18:5.)
Psalm 51:17 (v. 19 in the Luther bible). A broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise (Luther 1545: Ein geängstet und zerschlagen Herz wirst du, Gott, nicht verachten).
Psalm 39:12. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears!… (Also Psalm 56:8.)
Psalm 6:6–7. I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my weeping. My eye wastes away because of grief… (Also Jeremiah 45:3.)
*Luke 18:13. The tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner!’ 
Jeremiah 31:20 [God]: Is Ephraim my dear son? Is he my darling child? For as often as I speak against him, I do remember him still. Therefore my heart yearns for him (Luther 1545: bricht mir mein Herz); I will surely have mercy on him, says the Lord.
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This is the central (pivot) movement in the cantata’s chiastic form, where antithetical elements meet or are paradoxically inverted (formal inversion reflects an aspect of reversal or turning in the text). For Alfred Dürr's comments, see note.
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Alfred Dürr writes, [The recitative] leads directly into the second aria, no. 4, again scored for strings, whose broad solemnity and accessible melody are strongly reminiscent of Handel. It differs considerably in character from the previous aria: after confession of guilt, the hopelessness and despair of the sinner give way to calm repose, which is reflected in a change from minor to major mode and from a distinctive solo instrument (the oboe) to a full string sonority. The da capo is again preceded by a caesura: the middle section ends with a few cadential adagio bars, lending special emphasis to the prayer ‘Yet have patience with me!’” 

See Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 492,
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The text alludes to a range of biblical passages, including the Gospel reading and Jesus parable about the unrepentant servant (see note). 
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Martin Petzold argues that the music of the A section of the aria depicts the comfort of forgiveness, even if it is absent in Lehms’s text. "What Lehms’ text does not achieve, Bach achieves through his music." See Bach-Kommentar 1:270, translated from the German original.
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In light of the syntactical construction (colon at the end of the previous movement), the lengthy ritornello at the beginning of the aria is rhetorically significant—the soprano appears to have been rendered speechless. Intended perhaps as a biblical allusion (Romans 8:26: "sighs too deep for words"), the effect is strengthened by unison trills toward end of the ritornello. 
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*Luke 18:13. The tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven…
Psalm 38:6. I am bent over and greatly bowed down (Luther 1545:  Ich gehe krumm und sehr gebückt).
Psalm 51:1–3. Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy steadfast love; according to thy abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Psalm 32:5. [O Lord,] I acknowledged my sin to thee (Luther 1545: Darum bekenne ich dir meine Sünde)…
Matthew 18:23–27 [Jesus]: The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, “Lord, have patience with me (Luther 1545: habe Geduld mit mir), and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt (Luther 1545: Schuld).
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●Repentance brings God’s word of comfort (199/5).
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The recitative sets up the following chorale, just as no. 3 set up the aria that followed. The chorale is the "Trostwort."
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The opening phrase recalls the opening of the cantata, "Mein Herze schwimmt im Blut."
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Psalm 38:17–18. …My pain is ever with me. I confess my iniquity, I am sorry for my sin.
Psalm 32:5. [O Lord,] I acknowledged my sin to thee, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”; then thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin. (Also Job 31:33, 37.)
Psalm 51:17. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.



J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 199

14

mpeau
Typewritten Text
1.

mpeau
Typewritten Text
199/6.

mpeau
Typewritten Text
●Christ’s wounds provide salvation for sinners (199/6).
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This is stanza 3 of 11 in the chorale “Wo soll ich fliehen hin” by Johann Heermann (1585–1647). In contemporary hymnals, the chorale was often called a "Trostwort" 
("word of consolation"). For example, the title in the Dresden hymnal is “Trost=Gesänglein, darinnen ein betrübtes Hertz all seine Sünde mit wahrem Glauben auf Christum leget: aus Taulero” ["Little song of comfort, in which a sorrowful heart lays all its sins on Christ with true faith: from Taulero]"). See Bach-Kommentar 1:270.
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For Alfred Dürr's comments, see note. 
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Alfred Dürr writes, “[The chorale] melody, which is no longer in use today but was then evidently familiar, particularly to Thuringians, is sung by the soprano line by line against a lively figuration in the obbligato viola, whose thematic material is derived from the head-motive of the chorale. Indeed, the entire opening ritornello is a musical paraphrase of a chorale verse. (Alfred Dürr, Studien über die frühen Kantaten Johann Sebastian Bachs, 2nd rev. edn of dissertation first published in 1951 [Wiesbaden, 1977], p. 165). 

See Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, revised and translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), pp. 492–493.
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*1 Corinthians 15:3. …Christ died for our sins…
Isaiah 53:4–6, 10, 12. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows…He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all…It was the will of the Lord to bruise him; he has put him to grief; when he makes himself an offering for sin…He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
Revelation 5:9. …Worthy art thou [O Lamb of God]…for thou wast slain and by thy blood didst ransom men for God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.
Galatians 3:13. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed be every one who hangs on a tree.”
1 Peter 2:24. [Christ] himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed (Luther 1545: durch welches Wunden ihr seid heil worden).
Romans 5:6, 8–9. While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly…God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
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Allusion to 1 Peter 2:24: "By his wounds you have been healed (Luther 1545: durch welches Wunden ihr seid heil worden)."
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shall                            my                      resting-place              be.                                     Into    these     would     I 
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Martin Petzoldt writes, “The image of Christ’s healing wounds…has been interpreted since at least the 86 Sermones super Canticum Canticorum (86 Sermons on the Song of Solomon] by Bernard of Clairvaux (1091–1153), on the basis of the “dove ... in the clefts of the rock” in Song of Songs 2:14, in a metaphorical and amplifying way as the commentary by [Johann] Olearius [1611–1684] shows (III,1106–1108): ‘My dove is the church / whose refuge is in the wounds of Jesus Christ.’” See Petzoldt, Bach-Kommentar 1:270, translated from the German original.  
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Word painting: Soaring melisma for "joyously" (accompanied by Violin I in parallel 3rds, suggesting sweetness) anticipates the extrovert joy of the final movment..
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John 20:27. Then [Jesus] said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing.”
1 Peter 2:24. …By [Christ’s] wounds you have been healed.
Isaiah 53:5. …With his stripes we are healed.
Song of Songs 2:14. O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of the cliff (Luther 1545: Meine Taube in den Felslöchern, in den Steinritzen), let me hear your voice. [Historically interpreted as the church finding refuge in the wounds of Christ.]
Colossians 2:13–14. You, who were dead in trespasses…God made alive together with [Christ], having forgiven us all our trespasses,
having canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands…nailing it to the cross.
Psalm 62:5–7. For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress…On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock (Luther 1545: Fels) my refuge is God.
1 Corinthians 10:4. All [our fathers] drank…from the supernatural Rock which followed them, and the Rock was Christ.
Matthew 16:18 [Jesus]: …On this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death (Luther 1545: Pforten der Hölle) shall not prevail against it.
Acts 4:11. This is the stone which was rejected by you builders, but which has become the head of the corner. (See Psalm 118:22.)
Romans 5:1–2. Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope…
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●Reconciliation with God brings this song of joy (199/8). 
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Psalm 32:1–2. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity… (Also Romans 4:7–8.)
Romans 5:10–11. If while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Not only so, but we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received our reconciliation. (Also 2 Corinthians 5:17–19.)
Colossians 1:19–23. In [Christ] all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death… (Also 1 Peter 3:18.)
John 6:35, 37. Jesus said… “…Him who comes to me I will not cast out.” 
1 John 1:9. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (Also 2 Chronicles 7:14, 1 Kings 8:33–34.)
*Luke 18:14 [Jesus]: I tell you, this [repentant tax collector] went down to his house justified…
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The theme of reconciliation with God through Christ recalls a range of biblical passages (see note).
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Psalm 32:1–2. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity… (Also Romans 4:7–8.)
Romans 5:10–11. If while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Not only so, but we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received our reconciliation. (Also 2 Corinthians 5:17–19.)
Colossians 1:19–23. In [Christ] all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death… (Also 1 Peter 3:18.)
John 6:35, 37. Jesus said… “…Him who comes to me I will not cast out.” 
1 John 1:9. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (Also 2 Chronicles 7:14, 1 Kings 8:33–34.)
*Luke 18:14 [Christ]: I tell you, this [repentant tax collector] went down to his house justified…
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