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Introduction & updates at melvinunger.com.
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NBA I/12; BC A73
Rogate: 5. S. after Easter (BWV 86, 87)
*James 1:22–27 (Be doers of the word and not hearers only)
*John 16:231–30 (Christ’s farewell: Ask anything of the Father 
in my name)
Librettist: Unknown; perhaps Christian Weiß the elder
FP: 14 May 1724 (St. Thomas)
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●Vox Christi: I will grant your requests: Jn. 16:23 (86/1).
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Instrumentation:
Ob d'amore I, II
Vln I, II
Vla
SATB
Continuo
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Form: Aria (B) - Aria (A) - Chorale (S) - Recit (T) - Aria (T) - Chorale.(see side note).
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The successive movements repeatedly allude to Psalm 33:4 (RSV):  For the word of the Lord is upright; and all his work is done in faithfulness (Luther 1545: Denn des HERRN Wort ist wahrhafftig, Und was er zusaget, das helt er gewis, better translated as "For the word of the LORD is true, and what he promises he surely keeps").
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The first movement is a fugue. Alfred Dürr writes, "All parts, not only the bass
but also the strings…are decidedly vocal in conception. In fact, if the instruments
adhered to the range of the human voice, it would be easy to sing the entire
movement as a four-part motet with continuo accompaniment. The instrumental
	      introduction states the distinctive motives to which the text is 
	      later sung by the bass…The instrumental prelude is followed by
 three similar vocal sections, A A1 A2, within each of which the text is delivered in
full." See Alfred Dürr, The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, trans. Richard Jones (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 322.
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The instrumental lines are vocal
in conception. Three vocal themes 
are presented  contrapuntally in 
the ritornello (a 4th theme is the tail 
of no. 2):
1. "Wahrlich, ich sage euch 
       (mm. 21-24)
2. "so ihr den Vater etwas bitten
       werdet (mm. 31-34).
3. "in meinem Namen" (36-38)
4. "so wird ers euch geben (39-41).
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Alla breve signals traditional style. Bach chooses a "timeless" style. (See note below.)
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See full score.
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Ob d'am. II
Vln II up 8va.
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Vla continued...
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The themes are presented in various combinations, somewhat like a permutation fugue, resulting in frequent part crossing. 
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For Martin Petzoldt's take on the theological 
basis for Bach's structure, see side note.  
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Martin Petzoldt suggests that Bach derived his three-theme structure from commentary on the text (the first verse of the day’s Gospel reading) by Johann Olearius (1611–1684), whose commentary was in J. S. Bach’s personal library. Olearius’s exegesis of John 16:23 is three-fold: 
1. Beginning (Anfang): The eternal word of truth from the true God provides the basis for the prayer: “Truly, truly, I say to you.” Bach’s Anfang theme stresses the opening words, “Truly, truly.”
2. Continuation (Fortgang): The eternal word of truth proceeds to action because there are many words of truth (given by Truth himself) in the “Our Father” (Lord’s Prayer): “if you ask anything of the Father.” Bach’s Fortgang theme makes reference to the seven petitions in the Lord’s prayer with seven descending notes.
3. End (Ausgang): The eternal word of truth seals the outcome: “he will give it to you in my name.”  Bach’s Ausgang theme ends with the leading tone pulling the music toward a conclusion.

See Martin Petzoldt, Bach Kommentar 2:871.

Bach chooses the traditional motet style (stile antico) in alla breve meter and the inflexibility of dense fugal organization (with themes overlapping much like a permutation fugue) to depict the certainty and timelessness of Jesus’ promise–the text that begins the Gospel reading of the day.
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Eric Chafe suggests that because E major is at the upper limit of Bach's tonal spectrum, it has positive associations. See Eric Chafe, Tonal Allegory in the Vocal Music of J. S. Bach (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991), 153.
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Christoph Wolff writes, “We can trace the emergence of three favorite text forms [in Bach’s first annual cantata cycle], although they may not be related to three different authors: (1) biblical dictum (from the Gospel lesson)—recitative—aria—recitative—aria—chorale in BWV 136, 105, 46, 179, 69a, 77, 25, 109, 89, and 104 for the eighth, fourteenth, twenty-first, and twenty-second Sundays after Trinity and for Misericordias Domini; (2) biblical dictum—recitative—chorale—aria—recitative—aria—chorale in BWV 48, 40, 64, 153, 65, and 67 for the nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, four Christmas season feasts, and Quasimodogeniti; and (3) biblical dictum—aria—chorale—recitative—aria—chorale in BWV 83, 144, 66, 104, 166, 166, 86, 37, and 44 for Purification, Septuagesimae, Easter Monday, and Misericordias Domini to Exaudi.” See J. S. Bach. The Learned Musician (New York: W. W. Norton, 2000), p. 270. 

Sven Hiemke writes, "This cantata in six movements is a sister composition, as it were, to the cantata Wo gehest du hin (Oh, where do you go) BWV 166, performed one week previously. The two works share not only the order of movements (setting of a Bible quotation - aria - chorale - recitative - aria - chorale), but also details regarding the rendering of the text (permitting the assumption that they share the same poet). Both works begin with Christ in direct speech, and the third and sixth movement are based on church chorales so that the movements of free poetry are limited to two arias and one recitative.
	As in the cantata of the previous Sunday, the first movement is an arioso “Vox Christi” setting, and, as such, is allocated to the bass." 

See Johann Sebastian Bach. The Sacred Vocal Music Complete Edition. Cantatas (Stuttgart: Carus Verlag, 2017), vol. 8, p. 106 (Sven Hiemke, translated by David Kosviner). 
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"Gott hilft gewiß" motive
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The second statement of the complete
text migrates to the parallel minor of the original key's subdominant (AM / F#m)
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Continuo up 8va (see full score).
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"Namen" ("name") is rhetorically stressed with extended notes.
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of the entire text
reestablishes
E major.
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●Confidence in face of trouble, that prayers are heard (86/2).
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In light of Jesus' promise, the alto determines to pick roses despite the prick of thorns. The solo violin's ebullient figuration, characterized by an ascending triadic opening followed by more upward leaps and fast scales may suggest opening blooms, while the broken chords may refer to the "breaking off of roses" or the spiky thorns" (compare the vocal setting in mm. 14 & 20. Performances vary in affect, depending on tempo (from Helmuth Rilling at MM=48 to Rudolf Lutz at MM=72). 
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Alfred Dürr writes, "[This aria is] exceptional in that its obbligato violin part contains a minimum of thematic writing and a maximum of virtuoso figuration." See The Cantatas of J. S. Bach, translated by Richard Jones (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 321. 
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Walking bass, perhaps to picture the stroll of the person walking among the roses referenced in the text.
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Alto is often the voice of the believing soul or church. See Martin Petzoldt, "Bach Kommentar" 1:176, 541, 592, 694, 2:824, 2:917, 3:101, 143, etc. The text alludes to Song of Solomon 6:2, although there the roles are reversed (it is the bridegroom who is gathering roses): "My beloved has gone down to his garden…to gather lilies (Luther 1545: Rosen breche)." 
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J.S. Bach - Church Cantatas  BWV 86

7

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Chromaticism for "Dornen stechen" ("thorns prick").
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The spiritual metaphor is explained in the B section, where personal affliction is acknowledged and the music turns to the minor mode. For the significance of major vs. minor, see side note.
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Major vs. minor
J. S. Bach’s contemporary, the theorist Johann Mattheson (1681–1764), wrote on the affective properties of various keys in Das Neu-Eröffnete Orchestre (Hamburg 1713), Pars III, Tertia, Caput Secundum (“Von der Musicalischen Tohne Eigenschafft und Würckung in Ausdrückung der Affecten” (Regarding the Properties and Effects of Different Keys in Expressing the Affections), p. 231ff. 

Regarding minor versus major, he writes, “Diejenigen / die da meinen / es stecke das gantze Geheimniß in der Teria minore oder majore, und darthun wollen / daß alle molle Tohne / in genere davon zu reden / nothwendig traurig sind / hergegen aber / daß alle dure Tohne gemeiniglich eine lustige Eigenschafft hegen / haben zwar nicht in allen gar zu grosses Unrecht / sie sind aber in der Untersuchung noch nicht weit gekommen.” (P. 232.]

[Those who think that the whole secret lies in minor thirds or major thirds, and want to show that all minor tones, to speak of it in general, are necessarily sad, but on the other hand, that all major tones generally have a merry characteristic, are not so very wrong in general, but they have not yet come far in the investigation.]
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The final line of text ("because God's Word promises me this") alludes to the Psalm verse that underlies all of the libretto, Psalm 33:4 (see note at no. 1).
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●Promises of God’s Word are sure & bring us to heaven (86/3).
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This is the last stanza of 16 in the 1530 chorale "Kommt her zu mir, spricht Gottes Sohn" by Georg Grünwald (d. 1530). 
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The tessitura of the voice part is low. While the part could have been assigned to the alto, Bach's decision to employ the soprano allowed each voice type to be featured in the cantata.
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One oboe d'amore echoes the other, like fulfillment following a promise. Emphatic note repetitions reinforce the text's emphasis that God will keep his sworn promise. The sweet parallel 3rds and 6ths of the oboes d'amore in the instruments' trio texture perhaps point to the angels referenced at the end of the stanza (compare the swirling strings (figura circulatio) at the beginning of the St. John Passion.
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Figura circulatio; Circulo mezzo. For a discussion of the rhetorical figures circulo (circulatio) and circulo mezzo, see Dietrich Bartel, Musica Poetica. Musical-Rhetorical Figures in German Baroque Music (Omaha: University of Nebraska Press, 1997), pp. 216–219 (with musical examples). 
Athanasius Kircher (1602–1680) writes, “The…circulatio is a musical passage in which the voices appear to move in circular motion, and serves as an expression or words with a circular motion or content, as exemplified by Philippe de Monte in the text; ‘I will arise and surround the city.’” See Musurgia L.8. p.145, cited in Dietrich Bartel, Musica Poetica. Musical-Rhetorical Figures in German Baroque Music (Omaha: University of Nebraska Press, 1997), p. 217. 
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The 4th text line ("that will he assuredly fulfill and grant") alludes to the Psalm verse that underlies all of the libretto, Psalm 33:4 (see note at no. 1).
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●Promises of God fulfilled, unlike those of world (86/4).
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●Prayers answered eventually, though help be deferred (86/5).


Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
1.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Chromatic saturation
in the vocal part in 
5 mm.

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
B#

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
C#

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D

Microsoft Account
Text Box
E

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
D#

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E#

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
F#

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
G#

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
A

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
A#

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
B

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
Secco

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
B minor

Microsoft Account
Typewritten Text
E major

Microsoft Account
Text Box
The tenor recitative alludes to Jesus words in John 14:27: "…Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid." The intense chromaticism of the first phrase depicts the unreliability of the world's promises, as referenced in the text.
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The 3rd text line ("whatever he assents to/promises must happen") alludes to the Psalm verse that underlies all of the libretto, Psalm 33:4 (see note at no. 1).
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Chromaticism for the unreliable world that "promises much and keeps little."
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Expected resolution to F# minor is thwarted (depicting "unreliability")
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Consonant harmonies for "For what he promises must happen so that one can see his pleasure and joy in it." 
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"Gott hilft gewiß" motto
(includes figura corta).
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Ritornello (mm. 1-8) EM
Lines 1 (motto) + 2-3 (9-19) EM-Bm
Rit. (20-22) Bm
Lines 4+1 (motto) (23-28) EM-C#m
Rit. (28-30) C#m
Lines 4+1 (motto) (31-36) C#m-EM
Rit. (1-8) EM
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String accompaniment with 
Vln I dominating. The ritornello 
is derived from the vocal 
theme, particularly the 
repeated motto "Gott 
hilft gewiß" ("God helps 
assuredly"), an allusion 
to the Psalm verse that 
underlies all of the 
libretto, Psalm 33:4 
(see note at no. 1). 
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The motto "Gott hilft gewß" is sung 7 times in the A section, 7 times in the B section. See side note.
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It has often been noted that Bach favored the number 14 (or 7 doubled). Much, too, has been made of the fact that the numerical equivalent of “BACH” is 14 (2+1+3+8), and that the number apparently held personal associations for the composer. (It is noteworthy that Bach was “number 14” in the Eisenach School register.)  Consequently, Bach’s use of “14” has often been understood as self-referential. But the numbers 7 and 14 apparently had other meanings for Bach as well, meanings based on biblical precedents.

Eric Chafe writes, “The number fourteen might well have symbolized for Bach the idea of the “A” and “O” (Alpha and Omega), Jesus as the beginning and ending of existence, creator and judge. This interpretation derived from the book of Revelation, where the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet served as a metaphor for Jesus’ control over life and death; from there it was carried over into the first and fourteenth letters of the Latin and German alphabets. The number fourteen thus took over associations of the number seven in Revelation.” See Eric Chafe, Analyzing Bach Cantatas (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), p. 68.
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Figura corta (see note).
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The figura corta was defined as an ornament by W.C. Printz 1689 and by Johann Gottfried Walther in his lexicon of 1732. “Figura corta consists of three fast notes, one of which by itself is as long as the other ones.” (Johann Walther, Lexikon, 1732. p. 244, translated). It could be long-short-short or short-short-long (??this latter is like a written-out ornament). Albert Schweitzer interpreted it as a “joy motive.” See Albert Schweitzer, J. S. Bach, trans. Ernest Newman (Boston: Bruce Humphries Pub., 1962), vol. 2, pp. 65–66. Bach’s second cantata cycle (the chorale cantata cycle) has pervasive use of figura corta for joyous texts.
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Martin Petzoldt notes that the librettist employs a figure of speech derived from the Latin “Quod differtur, non aufertur” (German: “aufgeschoben ist nicht aufgehoben”; English: “postponed is not abandoned” or “later is not never”). See Bach Kommentar 2:874.
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(See also 186/11.) ●Hope rewarded in God’s own time; he may be trusted (86/6).
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This is the 11th stanza of 12 in the 1524 chorale "Es ist das Heil uns kommen her" by Paul Speratus (1484–1551). In catechismal, summarizing manner, the chorale stanza reaffirms faith in God's promise, which will be fulfilled in his appointed time.
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The second phrase relates to the Psalm verse that underlies all of the libretto, Psalm 33:4 (see note at no. 1).
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The penultimate phrase ("and [God] employs no malicious cunning on us") brings the cantata full circle to the opening movement: "Truly, truly, I say to you…")
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