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Introduction

Ach! laRt uns bald aus Sodom fliehen,
Eh uns das Feuer Uberfallt!

O let us soon flee from Sodom,
Before the fire catches up with us and takes us by surprise!
BWV 70/3

One might rightfully ask how this topic will enhance our understanding of
Bach'’s life and music. For this I do not have a reasonable answer. Perhaps
this topic was selected out of frustration that other digitized scholarly
sources like the 1733 revision of the Schulordnung for the Leipzig
Thomasschule are not available online. A comparison with the original 1723
source' might yield a few new insights that could pertain directly to Bach’s
duties and activities in the Thomasschule as well as the Thomaskirche in
Leipzig. In regard to topics remotely connected to important individuals, I
am reminded in this regard of serious scholarly efforts directed at describing
the underwear that Friedrich Schiller wore, or, better yet, his method of
inducing inspiration by sniffing some partially rotten and fermenting apples
which he kept in one of his desk drawers. In this presentation I am also
acutely aware of the distant, very likely forced connection that I am
attempting to make with something that Bach very likely experienced on an

almost daily basis.

As far as firefighting in Leipzig is concerned, Bach would very likely have
seen the lean-to (shed) that had been placed against the outer wall of the
Thomaskirche as depicted in the well-known engraving found in the 1723
Schulordnung. Here the Leipzig City Council had strategically located the

' presented here on the BCW at: http://bach-cantatas.com/Articles/OrdnungEng.pdf
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placement of one of its four fire-fighting units (fire engines) not far from the
water fountain within the retention pool [Der Steinerne Wajser-Kajten]
visible from the Thomasschule and not too distant from the Thomaskirche. It
is very likely that some of the other lean-tos were used for storing wood, etc.
(There are a number of entrances on this side of the church, but it is fairly
easy to see which of these are not.) Of one thing we can be quite certain:
Bach did not hear any sirens. The warnings or alarms had to be sounded

with church bells and people running through the streets and shouting

“Fire!”

Twice every year, just before the Easter and Michaelmas Fairs began, those
assigned to perform their duties as firemen held very public practice sessions
which were exercises to demonstrate their abilities and which offered at the
same time an opportunity to determine whether all of the fire-fighting
equipment was in good condition. It is quite likely that the members of the
crew assigned to the equipment stored right next to the Thomaskirche were
doing their exercises in broad daylight right on the square in front of the
church and school and used the water supplied by the fountain located there.
After an actual fire, the square in front of the school and church, weather
conditions permitting, would be used for drying out the fire-hose and

making any necessary repairs.

What kind of fire engine did Bach actually see? This is much more difficult
to describe since the document [the Leipzig Fire-fighting Regulations from
1691] which I have translated does not offer sufficient details to give us a
clear picture. Using the John Keeling (London, 1670) illustration above as a
possible basis for conjecture, we are still left with an incomplete description
of some key elements: Did the Leipzig fire engine have wheels? They are
never mentioned anywhere in this document, but we have to assume that

they might have had wheels. The first groom with his horse to appear at the



fire-fighting shed would receive a special remuneration. Or did the engine
have bars attached to both sides allowing a number of firefighters to carry it

like pall-bearers to the scene of the fire?
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Figure 1: Leipzig 1723 from the Schulordnung



Horse-drawn carts or wagons are mentioned, but these seem to have been
used mainly for bringing more water to the fire site. Complicating even
further the description of the fire engine is the fact that the document
frequently refers to the fire engine as Di¢ @prie = literally the sprayer or the
thing that sprays water. This is, of course, a pars pro toto reference to the
entire fire engine mechanism (the container holding the water, the pump
with its handles along with the entire fire-hose). However, in other contexts
the same word refers specifically only to the brass fire-hose nozzle.
Somewhere in this portable unit called the fire engine, there is a pumping
mechanism not fully described in the document except that it required at
least two on either side (or front and back as shown in the Keeling
illustration) to pump the water. The starting positions have 5 men on either
side of the pump probably including the reserves needed to relieve those who
were actively pumping. Attached to this pump was the leather fire-hose
which had on the other end a brass nozzle from which the water could flow

under a certain amount of pressure.

The document describes in rather great detail the procedure to be used for
attaching the fire-hose and bringing it to the scene of the fire. While
determining how to approach the fire entailed both heavy physical labor as
well as danger to the individuals close to the fire, a much larger number of
individuals was needed to keep supplying and pumping the water. Some of
these might be referred to as the ‘bucket brigade’ who had to carry water by
hand in leather buckets from the closest water supply which could be a few

streets removed from the site of the fire.

A somewhat surprising innovation enacted by the Leipzig City Council was
the authority granted to the overseers (‘inspectors’) at any given time during
a fire outbreak to command those who are called ‘idle onlookers’ [who
knows, perhaps even a pyromaniac might have been among them!] to assist

those who were pumping water and needed to be relieved.
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Another possible innovation enacted by the city council was the use of brass
badges which were worn by the firefighters to make them clearly

recognizable to their superiors and to distinguish them from the onlookers.

A system of rewards and punishments/penalties were specified to make the
firefighting situation function more efficiently. Rewards were given to those
who appeared first at their assigned stations while penalties awaited those
who came late or did not appear at all and could not offer a good reason or

excuse.

The document makes quite clear that the majority of firefighters were drawn
from the trades. Master carpenters or bricklayers as well as their journeymen
were expected to perform specific duties which are described in the
document. All the numbers listed refer to specific individuals whose names
are not printed in this document since they could change and be replaced by

Otl’lCI‘S fOI‘ various reasons.

The city council was most proud of their newest acquistion: Di¢ neuen
Schlangen-Feuer-Sprigen = literally, ‘the new Snake-Fire-Sprayers’, a
compound noun which refers specifically to the new leather fire-hoses as
Schlangen = [snakes] which unfortunately demanded very special treatment
and care to keep them in proper, functioning conditions. Simply twisting or
turning them upside-down or dragging them over the cobblestones could
cause cracks that could easily become holes where water could escape. The

compound Feuer-Spritzen most likely refers to the mechanism or engine

which includes the pump.



The original document is found on pp. 8-19.
The translation follows on pp. 20-27.

The following footnotes or additions are found at the end of the original

document:
for item 7: 2 trademasters designated as 1 and 2.

for item 9: 2 carpenters and 2 bricklayers numbered 3 — 6. Each one of these

should bring along an axe or a hatchet.
for item 10: 2 masters and two of their journeymen numbered 7 — 10.

for item 11: 2 masters numbered 11 and 12 of which numbers 13-32

constitute the 20 journeymen.



Figure 2: Leipzig, 1725



C. €. Hochiveijen NRathsd
Der Stadt Leinsig

Lronung
fuegen derer neuen
Schlangen-Feer-Sprigen
wie man fich im Nothfall / den GOt ab-

wende / darmit suverbhalten

gedruckt bey Chriftoph Giinthern. [Leinsig, 1691]



Wir Biirgermeifter und Rath der Stadt Leinsig /figen allen hiejigen
DBiivgern und Cinwobhnern hiermit su wiffen / Was mafjen Wir aus
obliegender treuen Sorgfalt vor gemeiner Stadt beftes / jonbderlich
st moglichiter Abtwendung grofjen Schadens bey entjtehenden
Feuers-Vrimjten / welche der Allmdachtige in Gnaden verhiiten wolle
/ vier neue lederne Schlangen-Feuer-Sprigen angejchaffet / und
jolche in die vier Stadt Viertel devgejtalt vertheilet / dap die ins
PNeters Wiertel gehorige in cin darsue bereitetes Hauslein an der
Thomas Kivche / die ing NRanftdtter Wievtel in der gleichen Hauslein
an der Barfiifjer Kivche / die ing Hallijche Vievtel beftimmte am
Simmerhofe im Britele / und die ing Grimmijche Bievtel bey dem jo
genannten Wajjer-Schage aufn Sperlings-Verge geftellet und
amutreffen.

Damit nun diejelbigen dejto miglicher auf erbeijchenden Nothfall
gebrauchet werden / und ein ieder / dem cine Vervichtung darbey
auffgetragen / worinne diejelbe cigentlich beftehe / wiffen / auch
perfelben gebiibrend nachfommen moge / So haben Wir folgende
Ordnung dartiber absufafien / und allen denen jenigen / welchen
paran gelegen / sur Nachricht offentlich Fund u machen der
Nothourift befunden.

Und swar 1. ift einem iedweden Viertels Hauptmann die Oberuffiicht
ther die in jeinem anbejoblenen Bievtel befindliche Sprige
aufgetvagen / an welchen alle darsue beftellete Pevjonen hiermit
gewiefen werden / fich bey Ihm Raths su erholen / und defjen
Befehl allenthalben / bip an Uns / nachiuleben.
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Siernechit {ind I1. 3u ieder Sprige sveene jonderliche Infpectores
geordnet / und jwar iego ju der im ... Biertel..... ......

Welchen nicht allein iederseit davor emfige Sorge 3u tragen oblieget
/ dap die Sprigen mit thren Schlauchen / Gerdthichafit und
{amtlicher Jubehorung in guten richtigen Stande erhalten / was
daran {chadbafft werden mochte / in Jeiten tiichtig gebejjert und der
Abgang erfeset werde / fondern fie jollen auch von der ju ihrer
Sprige behorigen Manmichafit ein vollig Verseichni / und derjelben
nechit dem Biertels Hauptmanne su befehlen haben / dieje auch
Shren Angtellungen / ¢ fey beym exerciren / oder in FeuersGefabhr
felbit / oder bey andern hiecrunter vorfallenden BVegebenbheiten ju
gehorjamen verbunden fepn. Abjonderlich aber ift dever Inlpectoren
Amt / dap fo bald Feuer geruffen oder Sturm gefjehlagen 1wird /
wenn dag Feuer in threm Wievtel ift / ciner von ihnen (warum {ie
bepde fich 31 vorbero su vergleichen wifjen werden) fich aljofort jum
Sprigen-Hauslein / ju dem ihrer iedweder nebenjt dem Hauptmanne
cinen Schlifjel hat / verfitge / die anfommende Mannjchafft anitelle
/ die Sprige mit hrem Jeuge fortichaffe / und dap alles f{chleunig /
iedoch ordentlich ohne confulion und Schaden gefchebe / daran fey /
per ander hergegen ungefdumt dem Feuer ju eile / defjen
Bejchaiyenheit / wie und wo die Sprige am fliglichten sur meiften
Gegenvehre anmgubringen in Augenjchein nehme / wenn immittelit der
Crite mit der Sprige und Mannichaift anfommt / diefelben antveife /
und o danmn beyderjeits die fernere Nothdurfit vom Anfang bip jum
Cnde nach aller Mogligkeit / und der nachbejchrichenen Ordmung /
beobachten / geftalt thnen denn su defjen mebhrer BVewerckitelligung
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Macht gegeben wird / dafern gnugfame Mannjehafft / die Sprige
fort und angubringen / oder auch sum Pompen / nicht verhanden
fevn jolte / das umitehende miipige Bolck darju angutreiben.

QWorbey 111. inSgemein diejes in acht 31 nehmen / dap wenn Feuer
ausfommt / nicht alle vier / jondern nur 3wo Sprigen auff cinmal /
und svar dergeftalt dDarse su bringen / dDap wenn dad Feuer in der
Stadt im Peters- oder Grimmijchen Bievtel entjtehet / die in folche
ey Biertel gehorige Sprigen herbey gefchaiyet und gebrauchet / die
tibrigen 3o aber / famt aller darsu beftimmten Mannjchafit / an
ibren Orten bereit gehalten und obne jonderbare Crorderung davon
nicht weggefithret werden.

Da aber der BVrand im Rannjtatter oder Hallijchen Viertel in der
Stadt wdre / jolchen falls wdven die ju diejen swepen Vierteln
gehorige Sprigen ju gebrauchen / und blicben hergegen die erit:
benannten 3o in Bereitichafit an ihren Orten ftehen.

Wenn in der Vorftadt Feuer auffgehet / find 3war alle vier Syrigen
fertig su balten / aber obne jonderliche AnordDmung feine vor das
Thor u fithren.

V. AMe su denen Syrigen geordnete Perjonen jollen / jo bald ¢in
Feuer befchrichen / oder dephalben geftiivmet tird / fich ungejdumt
st ithren Sprigen begeben und ein ieder fein Amt darbey nach allem
Bermogen in acht nehmen / auch bif nach gelefehten Brande /
wicderum veriwabrter Sprige und erfolgter BVeurlaubung von den
Infpectoren / feiner weggehen / bey Straffe wenn er ein Meifter ift /
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12. Gr. und wenn er cin Gefelle / 6. Gr. Wenn aber einer beym
exerciren oder bey entftandener Feuers-BVrunit gar nicht evjchiene /
und feinem Amte nicht nachfame / der {oll nicht nur in ieptbeniemte
Straffe verfallen feyn / fondern Wir bebalten Uns auch vor /
penjelben nach Gelegenheit noch havter anjujehen / und joll dipfalls
feine Cntichuldigung gelten / ausgenommen Lerreifung 1iber Land /
SKranckheit und wenn einem das Feuer fehr nabhe ware. Im
Gegentheil wer auff gejchehenen Sturmichlag der erite bey der
Sprige feyn wird / dem jollen aufy derer Infpectoren Jeugnip /
Sechiehen Gr. und dem / o der nechite nach dem evften dabin fomt /
acht Gr. aus unjerer Cinnahm-Stube s Crgepligkeit gereichet
erden,

V. Wer nun auff erbeifchenden Fall am eviten jum Sprigen-
SHduslein ommt und jolches noch nicht offen findet / foll fich
aljobald in ...... $Haus begeben / aliwo der Schliiel su bejagten
Hduslein angutreffen / diejen abfordern und obn alles Verjaumnifp

offnen.

V1. Wann nun fechs bif acht Perjonen beyjammen / jollen fie die
Syrigen bey denen daran hangenden Seilen heraus jiehen / und
piefelben neben denen bey iedweder befindlichen jechs ledernen Wajjer-
Cimern / cilend nach dem Feuer bringen / ifts bey Nacht-Jeit / jo
mafjen auch 3ey brennende Fackeln / und swey Laternen aus dem
Sprigen-Hauslein mitgenommen werden. Wenn aber die Sprigen
nicht wobl forsubringen / fo dann find Pferde / welche am evften ju
baben / darsu su nehmen / und welcher Knecht 310 dem Cnbde
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unerfordert am erjten mit feinen erden dajelbyt erjcheinet / joll
pavor 12. Gr. jur Verehrung befommen,

Gleicher gejtalt jollen die Wajjerfithrer 33. 34. 35. jo bald immer
moglich / die thnen angewicfenen Wafjer-Fafle gegen das Feuer /
sum nechiten BVrunnen an / und wenn jelbige mit Wafjer gefillet /
sur Schlangen-Sprigen sufithren / auch allen Fleip amvenden /
pamit durch abgewechielte Fubren jtets Wafjer genug bey der Sprige
fey / und daran fein Mangel vorfalle / wie denmn 1 defjen mehrer
Beforderung / jo bald eine Feuers-Brunit entftehet / die
Wajjerfithrer aus allen vier BVierteln jugleich dem Brande ju eilen /
und Wafjer anfithren / auch darmit bi jur gdnglichen Dampijung
anbalten jollen / ¢§ wdre denn / dap inwijchen an einem andern
Orte noch ein Feuer aufgienge / auff welchem Fall fie fich denen
LBierteln nach theilen / und ein iedweder su der ihm injonderheit
angewicjenen Sprige begeben foll.

VIL. Nachdem die Infpectores angeordnet / wo iegliche Sprige am
bequemiten fteben Fan / jollen 1. 2. den Waijer-Sack ordentlich von
per Sprige abnehmen / und jolchen nach dem nechjten Wafjer-Kajten
ober Brunnen jutragen / jo weit der Schlanch langen will / oder
wenn devgleichen nicht wol ju evveichen / jollen fie doch den Wajjer-
Sack aljo ftellen / wie man mit denen Wafjer-Fafien / Sturm-Fafjen
und andern Fabhrieuge am fitglichiten ab- und sufabren fan / gejtalt
penn die Wafjerfithrer und andere Karner jich befleipigen jollen / o
nabe als moglich sur Sprigen suriicken / damit entiweder das Wafjer
aus denen Fafen gleich in den Wafjer-Sack gelafjen / oder doch
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ftracts darein gegofjen werden fonme / und ¢85 darmit Feines
Sutragens bedorfe.

Solch Waijjer-cingiefien und andere hievsu gehorige Handreichung
jollen etliche von unten benannten Gejellen vervichten / und darju
bey ieder Sprige befindlichen ledern Cimer gebrauchen / nur dap /
wenn das Wafjer in den Sack aus einen Brunmen oder Wafjer-Fafje
gelafien wird / alsdann 1. und 2. fleipig acht haben / dap ¢§ nicht ju
jebling Bbineinjehiefie / und berlauffe / welchem durch vorfichtiges
Aussichen und vorjchlagen des Japifens leichtlich vorsufommen / wie
fich dann beyde 1. und 2. auch alleseit beyp diejem Wajjer-Sacke
miifjen finden lafjen / und acht haben / dap ¢ nicht an Wafjer
mangeln moge;

VI Die 3u denen Sprigen geordneten Officierer 36. und 57. jollen
mit ihrer Mannjchafit von N.37. bi 56. inclulive die Sprigen und
Schlduche bejegen / und da durch fabren oder lauffen diejelben nicht
bejchadiget werden / verbiiten / jo wobl das unniige Volck beydes
vom Feuer und von der Sprige ab- und uricke treiben,

IX. Sp bald der Wafjer-Sack abgenommen / jollen 3. 4. 5. 6. (denn
diefe viere einerley Verrichtung haben / und cinander abjuldjen
{chuldig fepn) das mefinge FRobr von der Sprige abheben / damit
nach dem Orte / wo das Feuer ift / des nechften und bequemiten
Weges su gehen / und jolches dabin / wo die bejte Rettung 3u thun
/ tragen. Im Fall man aber durch die Forder-Gebdude / oder von
pes Machbars Hauje daju gelangen miijte / jo dann ift das mepinge
Nobr unten u lafjen / und hergegen miifjen obige 4. oder wenigit 2.
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davon in dDasd nechite Fenjter oder Dach fteigen / das Seil welches u
pem CEnde auff ciner Roll hinten an der Sprige hanget / mit fich
nebmen / und jolches von oben herunter lajjen.

X. Woran 7. 8. 9. 10. das IMeffing FRobr feft binden / und o dann
3. 4.5. 6. ¢§ jamt dem [edern Schlauch in die hobhe sichen / indem
nun diejes gejchicht mitfen 7. 8. 9. 10. den 1brigen Schlauch fein
ordentlich / iedoch nicht 3u jebling / von der Sprige abnehmen /
damit er fich nicht umbdrehe oder umbjchlage / noch auch mebr
nachgegeben werde / als die o das Mepinge Robr fort und in die
bobe fchaffen / nach fich sichen / wie denn was aufy folche Weije vom
Scehlauche sum auffzichen nicht gebraucht wird und 1ibrig ift / unten
auff die Crde vund jujammen geleget werden joll. Wann das Wafjer
hinmein gelafjen ift / mifjen 7. 8. 9. 10. den ledern Schlauch durch
aus anjehen / ob ev auch noch allenthalben tichte und gut / und da
an einem oder andern Orte das Wafjer heraus dringen wolte /
{olchen mit denen BVind-Lappen und Faden / welche dagu im
Gerethichafit-Sacte alleseit verhanden jeyn jollen / itberbinden und
vermachen. Auch baben dieje alleseit an dem Schlauche hin und
wieder i geben / und nach jujehen / dap der Schlauch allenthalben
gleich und nicht umbgejchlagen liege / ingleichen dap feine Kriimmen
oder Puckel hinein gedrucket werden / jolche auf befinden o fort
wicder gevade su machen / auf dap daraus nicht cin Loch werde. So
ift auch dicjes ithre LVerrichtung / dap wenn der Schlauch von einem
Orte sum andern gebracht werden mup / derjelbe nicht auf der Crde
und Steinen fortgefchleppet / jondern von ihnen in die hobhe gehoben
und getragen werde,
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X1. Sp bald der Schlauch vom Sprigen-Kajten abgenommen /
follen 11. 12. einen Cimer mit Wafler auf die Sepger gieflen / und
folche Damit anfeuchten / die Stangen in die cifern Phigel ftecen /
und ihrer Gefellen 10. auf ieder Seiten Finff sum pompen in
Ordnmung ftellen / auch alleseit dabey ftehen bleiben und Anregung
thun / auf dap unaufbhorlich mit pompen angehalten werde,

X11. Qenn nun 3. 4. 5. 6. wie oben erivehnet / ¢inen begvemen Ort
gefunden / da fie dem Feuer am meiften und nechiten Abbruch 3u
thun vermeinen / jollen fie tberlaut ruffen: Lafyetd fortgehen / auch
pag Jieh-Seil von dem FRobr abnehmen / und an die Seite
niederlegen / biernechit ihrer ciner das NRobr leiten / das Wajer
daraus nach dem Feuer sujchiefien u lajfjen / der andeve o nechit
binter dicjem ftebet / den Schlauch in ettwad aufheben und in die
bobe balten / dDamit der erfte das FRobr dejto leichter nach feinem
Willen vegieren Fonne / die tbrigen bende aber diefe jveene ablojen.
XI111. Sp gejchwind nun als geruffen ift / Lafyets fortgehen / jollen
pie 10. ans Werck geftellete GSejellen an der Sprige su pompen
anbaben / und 3war erjtlich einmabl oder 6. etiwvas jachte jichen /
damit man / ob noch alles richtig und flar fey / nochmabls fehen /
und wo ¢8 von nothen / fehleunige Hiilffe thun fonne / wenn aber
Fein Mangel fich findet / noch 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. oder 12. fie inme halten
beiffen / miiffen fie immer ftdrcter und ftdrcter anfeblagen / aljo
tapffer anbalten / und nicht nachlafjen / bip (brigen 10. Gejellen fich
bey Die andern / wenn einer exnuidet ift / folchen abjuldfen / und alfo
mup mit dem pompen nicht inme gehalten werden / wortiber / wie
oben ertvebnet / 11. 12. die Obficht haben jollen;
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X1V, Wann nun nechit Gottlicher Hiilffe der Brand widerumb
gelejchet / 1o lafjen auff dever Infpectoren vorbhergehenden Bejehl 3.
4. 5. 6. wicderum an dem Seile das FRobr und den Schlanich
bernieder / ift aber folches nicht auffgesogen / jondern die Sreppen
binan getragen worden / fo mifjen fie droben jo lange versichen / bip
erit der Schlanch von Wafjer [edig / wie dann 11. 12. bald Befehl
befommen werden / den ledern Schlauch von der Sprige ab- und
lof 3u {chrauben / damit das LWafler fo wobl aus dem Schlauch /
als aus der Sprige lauffen fonne / 1. 2. binden den Wajjer-
Sehlauch auff erhaltenen Befehl auch ab / und legen folchen mit
pem Sacke oben auff die Sprige / 7. 8. 9. 10. nachdem fie den ledern
Schlauch vom Seile abgelofet / oder 3. und Conjort damit wicder
surtick Fommen jeyn / {chlagen jolchen tiber den eijern Biigel hin und
ieder / das Seil jo jum auffzichen gebraucht worden / mup 3. und
Conjort auffivinden / und dabin hangen / wo e§ abgenommen / wie
auch 7. und Conjort den Gerethichafit-Sack; Ctliche der Gejellen
nehmen die 2. Laternen mit / und sichen jo dann threr 6. dic Syrige
foiederumb jum geordneten BVehdltnifie / ift 8 foat oder bey Nacht /
jo wird fie nur gleich hincin gejeset / auch der Schliifel wiederum
an gehorigen Ort getragen / und alda feft gebunden.

XV. Des folgenden Tages aber / wenn ¢ trocken Wetter / und dazu
bequem ift / jollen 1. 2. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. und 12. in Bepfjenn der
Infpectoren dic Sprige auf cinen gelegenen Plag bringen / wicder /
fvie oben erwehnet / jum Gebrauch fertig machen und probiren / ob
auch etiwvan Schaden daran gejchehen jeyn mochte / welcher jo dann
perbejjert werden mup / im Fall aber noch alles richtig / jollen 1. 2.
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pen Wajjer-Sack und Schlauch mit veinem Waijjer abjpilen und
reinigen / aufbdngen und in der Sonnen oder Lufjt trocknen lafjen /
darnach den Schlauch wicderum hinten an die Sprige fefte binden /
und jolchen hin und her auf den Brete fein gleich aufichlagen / auch
mit der herab hangenden Schnur sujammen binden / und wenn jonit
pas 1brige alles fertig / den Sack mit dem Packe oben auf die
Sprige legen / wo er vormabhls abgenommen worden;

11. 12. Sollen das Mepinge NRobr und Schrauben bejehen / ob
noch alles gut / jolche auch mit veinem Wafjer / wie auch die Sprige
{elbft / faubern / die Seuger hevraus nehmen / alles abtrocknen / und
was nothig it / cinjchmicren;

7.8.9.10. Sollen den ledern Schlanch mit veinem Wafjer
abjiiiblen / und an der Sonnen oder Lufjt trocknen / ifts aber in
Winters Jeit / jo mup das trocknen in einer warmen Stube
gefchehen / welche ihnen o dann angewiejen twerden {oll.

Darnach nehmen 11. 12. den ledern Schlauch / und jchrauben
jolchen mit 8. verfebrten Umbijchldgen twicderum an die Sprige fejte /
7. und Conjort legen jolchen 1iber den eifern Biigel hin und wieder /
pamit die Enden inwendig in die Syrise su hangen Fommen / iedoch
dap er gang gleich und nicht 1iberjchlagen liege / davauf wird die
Sprige mit aller ju behor / wie fie anfanglich heraus genommen
worden / ing Haus gejeset / und unten die Schleiffe mit Oel-Lappen
gejchmicret / auch dazu Lichter und Fackeln / o viel dever heraus
genommen worden / jamt der Nothdurfft in Gevethichafit-Sack /
wieder hinein verjchaffet.
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XVI. Damit nun Feiner mit der Untvifjenheit jich s entjchuldigen
babe / fo jollen dieje Sprigen alle Jabr 3weymal vor dem Ofter-
und Michaelis-Mavcete / probivet / und das Volck ieder ju feiner
LBerrichtung angewiejen und exerciret / auch einem ieden nicht allein
biervon cin exemplar gegeben / jondern auch cin mepingen Jeichen
von denen Infpectoren gereichet werden / worauf dicjeinige numer
ftebet / womit feine Verrichtung hierinme beseichnet ift / diefes Jeichen
foll er / fo bald er sur Spriige fommen ijt / an die Infpectoren
lieffern / woraus man bejtes evfennen wird / welches die Criten ober
Legten fepn / Die Mannichafit aber von N. 37. bip 56. inclulive
ollen Ihre Jeichen an IJhre vorgejeste Officierer N. 36. und 57.
einbdandigen. Wenn alles wiedevum repariret ift / und die Sprige
an ihren Ort gebracht worden / follen fie fich bey denen Infpectoren
anmelden / welche dann jolche Jeichen wieder veichen jollen. Wiirde
von denen Handwercks-Gejellen einer oder der ander von hinnenveg
siehen / oll er vor jeiner Abreije das Jeichen dem ithm diffals
vorgejesten Meifter einjubandigen jchuldig feyn woran fie die Meijter
suerinnern haben / al§ welche auch bey wilkibhrlicher Straffe davor
fteben jollen. Ju Urkund haben Wir unjer getwobnlich Stadt-Secret
anbero aufforucken lafjen / Signatum Leinsig / den L.S.

st VI 2. Meijter N. 1. und 2.

e 1X. 2, Jimmerleute, 2 Maurer M. 3. 4. 5. 6. davon ¢in ieder
eine Axt oder Beil mit fich bringen joll.

X. 3wey Meijter und zwey ihrer Gejellen. 7. 8. 9. 10.
X1, 2. Meifter 11, 12. 13. bi§ 32. jeynd die 20. Gejellen.
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The Very Honorable and Wise City Council of Leipzig,

Due to the Recent Acquisition of Fire Hoses,
Has Established New Fire-fighting

Regulations

To Be Followed in an Emergency

When There Is an Outbreak of Fire
(May God Spare Us!)

Printed by Christoph Giinther
[Leipzig, 1691]
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We, the mayors and city council of Leipzig, out of our responsibility and concern for
our communal city, have purchased four new leather fire hoses and have placed them in
the four wards of the city, particularly in order to prevent most of all the great damage
that might arise from an outbreak of fire (may God help us!), and herewith issue this
decree to all citizens and inhabitants of Leipzig. (The fire hoses are located in special
sheds ('little lean-to houses’) in the four city districts. 1. in the Peter’s Quarter up
against the outer wall of the Thomaskirche; 2. in the Ranstatt Quarter in the lean-to
attached similarly to the Barfiisserkirche; 3. in the Halle Quarter attached to the

Zimmerhof in the Briihl; and 4. in the Grimm Quarter placed next to the water tank on
Sparrow Hill.)

In order that these fire hoses might be used even more effectively in an emergency that
demands attention and so that every individual who has a specific task or duty assigned
to him will know what this task actually involves and will be able to carry it out
properly, we have found it necessary to publish the following regulations as a public

notification to all those for whom these directions will be important.
These are the regulations:

1. The captain of each quarter is in charge of the fire engine located in his assigned
quarter. All those individuals who have been ordered specifically to help in this quarter
should report to this captain and accept his orders and, in the last instance, appeal to us

as the final authority in these matters.

2. Next we will list here the names of each of the two special inspectors assigned to each
fire hose and the quarter in which they will serve: .... [these are handwritten in the

margins].

At all times these inspectors are to take special care in maintaining the fire engines with
their [leather] hoses and other apparatus and keeping them in good condition by
removing any possible defects or replacing parts before they become unusable. These
inspectors are also obligated to keep a complete list of all those firemen assigned to their
fire engine and must obey their orders as well as those of the captain whether these
involve exercises, actual fire-fighting situations, or any other events related to these
activities. Another specific duty assigned to these inspectors is that one of them (they

must agree with each other in advance who this will be) must run directly to the fire
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engine shed as soon as anyone cries out ‘Fire!” or an alarm is sounded [church bells,
etc.]. Each inspector including the captain will have a key to the shed and assist the fire
brigade as its members arrive in taking away all of the fire-fighting equipment as quickly
as possible without causing any confusion or damage to the equipment. Meanwhile the
other inspector must hurry directly to the location of the fire, observe and assess its
nature, and decide how and where the fire engine [with its fire-hose] might best be
applied in extinguishing the fire. When the first inspector arrives with the fire engine
and the members of the brigrade, the second should both give instructions/directions as
much as possible from the beginning to the end of the fire and observe whether these
are being carried out and indicate how they should be accomplished. In case there are
insufficient numbers of firemen present to move and direct the fire engine or pump the
water, the second inspector should make some of the people who are idly standing by

and observing the fire assist the firemen in these [fire-fighting] activities.

3. Likewise in this situation when fire breaks out, it is generally necessary to watch out
that not all four fire engines, but only two of them may be used at the same time, as, for
example, when a fire breaks out in the city in the Peter or Grimm Quarter, only the two
fire engines belonging to those quarters may be brought to the scene and used.
However, the other two, including all the members of the brigades assigned to them
must remain in readiness in those locations and may not be moved away without special

permission or a demand for them being issued.

If fire should break out in the suburbs (beyond the city wall fortifications), the
equipment in all four of the locations within the city is then not to be moved outside of

the city gates without express permission.

4, As soon as a fire has been established or an alarm has been sounded, all those
individuals who have been assigned to their specific fire equipment sheds are to hurry to
them directly without delay and carry out their assigned duties to the best of their
abilities until the fire has been extinguished, the equipment returned and put back in its
safe place, and permission to leave has been granted by the inspectors. If anyone should
leave their positions prematurely, they will be fined as follows: a master 12 Groschen =

$45.00% and a journeyman 6 Groschen = $18.00. If anyone does not appear at all for a

2 Christoph Wolff [English Edition], Johann Sebastian Bach: The Learned Musician, Norton,
2000, p. 539-541; [German Edition] S. Fischer, 2000, pp. 578-580.
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practice session or a real fire outbreak, he will not only be fined as indicated above, but
will receive an even heavier penalty which we reserve the right to assign according to the
given situation for which there will be no excuse except for the following reasons: a trip
away from the city, an illness, or when the fire affects anyone directly (by being in the
same building or any building close by). In contrast to these penalties, there will be
special rewards granted as follows from our income treasury to those who appear first at
the scene of the fire after the alarm has been sounded and based upon the witness given
by an inspector: 16 Groschen = $48.00 for the first to appear and for the second 8

Groschen = $24.00 as remuneration.

5. Whoever, when the situation so demands, is the first to arrive at the fire engine shed
and finds it still locked, should immediately go to ....... s house, where the key is located

and demand to use it so that it can be unlocked as soon as possible.

6. Now when 6 to 8 firefighters have assembled there, they should pull out the fire
engines by the ropes which are attached to them and bring these as well as the 6 leather
water buckets ['Wasser-Eimer’ = water pails or buckets] to the fire in a hurry. If this
occurs at night, then 2 lighted torches and 2 lanterns should also be removed from the
shed and brought along to the scene of the fire. If there is any difficulty in moving the
fire engines, then the first horses that are available should be used and the groom who

appears with his horses and was not required to be present will receive a reward of 12

Groschen [$36.00] for his admirable services.

Likewise the members of the ‘bucket brigade’ 33, 34, 35 should take their assigned
water barrels ["'Wasser-Fasse” = a keg, barrel or vat] to be used in fighting the fire to the
nearest spring/fountain/well where they will fill them with water and take them to the
fire engines. In accomplishing this task, they must pay close attention to staggering their
deliveries of water so that there will always be sufficient water for the fire engines so
that they will never lack water. In order to secure this continual supply of water,
members of the bucket brigades from all four quarters should hurry to the site of the
fire as soon as a fire breaks out and continue to bring water until the fire has been put
out entirely, unless, of course, another fire breaks out elsewhere, in which case they
should return to their former divisions according to city quarters and report to the fire

engine sheds specifically assigned to them.
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7. After the inspectors have specified by order where each fire engine should be most
suitably situated, then 1 and 2 should properly remove the water sack from the fire
engine itself and carry it to the nearest water tank [the large containment area
surrounding a city well or fountain where the water is retained] as far as the hose will
reach. If this is not possible, then they should place the water sacks on a cart or wagon
the way drivers do in order to move them them in the most efficient way to and from
the fire whereby the wagon drivers should try to move their vehicles as close as possible
to the fire-hose nozzles so that the water from the barrels can flow directly into the the
water sack or at least can be quickly poured into it so that water will not have to be

carried to it.

Several of the journeymen listed here are required to carry out such actions as pouring
water into the containers and all other actions along these lines. For these they should
use the leather buckets that come with every fire-hose. When the water flows directly
from the fountain or water barrel, journeymen 1 and 2 are to make certain that the
supply of water does not run out. They are to stay right next to the water sack and pay
very careful attention to how fast the water flows into it. It should not be too fast so
that it might overflow which fequently happens when the plug [for the water sack] is

not cautiously pulled out or pushed in again.

8. The officers, 36 and 57, in charge of the fire-fighting equipment along with their
crew including all the named individuals from 37 to 56 must do everything to prevent
any damage to this equipment arising through transport on wagons or dragging it while
running through the streets. The must also ensure that idle onlookers are driven back

from the fire and the firefighting equipment.

9. As soon as the water sack has been taken down from the wagon, the individuals 3, 4,
5, and 6 (these 4 individuals perform the same tasks and should relieve each other as
necessary) should detach [lift off] the brass nozzle from the hose and carry it to the site
of the fire using the closest and most easily accessible path and find the place where the
fire can be fought most effectively. In case they have to access the fire through the
storage areas or through a neighbor’s house, they must leave the brass nozzle down
below and instead 4 individuals, or at least 2 of them, must climb through the nearest
window or through the roof with the rope which is attached to the reel on the back end

of the fire-hose. This rope they must take along with them and lower it from above.
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10. Then individuals 7, 8, 9 and 10 must tie the rope securely to the brass nozzle so that
individuals 3, 4, 5, and 6 can pull it up along with the fire-hose. While this is
happening, individuals 7, 8, 9, and 10 should carefully, and not too abruptly, remove
from the reel attached to the pump the remaining fire-hose so that it does not get
twisted or turn upside down. They should also yield when the brass nozzle is being
moved forward or upwards while nevertheless pulling towards themselves the
remaining, unused fire-hose and placing it on the ground in a neat circle. When water is
pumped through the fire-hose, then individuals 7, 8, 9, and 10 must inspect the entire
leather hose to determine if it is good and watertight everywhere and if here and there
the water comes through, they must use the rags and thread (which should always be
present in the fire-hose equipment sack) to cover and tie these leaking spots. These
individuals should always check to see if the fire-hose is not twisted or turned upside
down anywhere, otherwise kinks or bumps could be pressed into it. At the same
moment when this is noticed, the fire-hose should immediately be turned over and
flattened out so that no holes are created. Another task they must perform is to
transport the fire-hose from one place to another. This should be done in such a way
that they do not drag it on the ground over over cobblestones. This can be
accomplished by lifting it up and carrying it properly.

11. As soon as the fire-hose has been removed from the reel [attached to the water tank
on the wagon], individuals 11 and 12 should pour a bucket of water on the funnels [to
prime the pump] to get them wet, then stick the metal poles/bars into the iron rings,
place their 10 journeymen in position, 5 on either side/end, and remain there while

encouraging them to continue pumping without stopping.

12. When individuals 3, 4, 5, and 6 (mentioned above) have found a good place where
they might fight the fire best of all, they should cry out with loud voices: “Let it go!”
They should then take off the rope they used to pull up the fire-hose and place it off to
one side. Then one of them should aim the pipe [nozzle] at the fire and let the water
from it shoot right at it while the other individual standing directly behind him lifts and
holds up the hose somewhat so that the first individual can control his aim better. The

other two individual behind them stand ready to relieve them.

13. As soon as the shout “Let it go!” is heard, the 10 journeymen positioned at the
pump should begin pumping in such a way that with the first to sixth the pumping
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action be done by gently pulling and checking if everything is working properly so that
corrective actions can be undertaken quickly. If there are no defects and individuals 7 —
12 do not tell them to stop, the pumpers should gradually pump more vigorously and
continue to pump in this manner until one of them has tired at which point one of the
remaining 10 journeymen should relieve him without having the pumping action stop.

As mentioned above, individuals 11 and 12 will supervise this activity.

14. When, with God’s help, the fire has been extinguished, the inspectors will have
individuals 3, 4, 5, and 6 lower the nozzle and the fire-hose using the rope, or if they
had not been lifted this way to the site but rather carried up the stairs, then the fire-
hose must first be emptied of water, whereupon individuals 11 and 12 will soon receive
the order to unscrew first of all the nozzle from the fire-hose so that the water can run
out of the fire-hose as well as the nozzle. Upon a command that will be given,
individuals 1 and 2 will tie up [with the rope] the fire-hose and place it with its sack
(containing other fire-fighting equipment) on top of the pump (fire engine]. Individuals
7 — 10, after having removed the rope from the fire-hose, or after individual 3 and his
group have returned with it, will place it in a back and forth motion over the iron
hanger. Individual 3 and his group must wind up the rope on the reel and hang it up
where it came from; likewise, individual 7 and his group must take care of the
equipment sack. Some of the journeymen will take the 2 lanterns along while 6 of them
will return the fire engine to its designated spot. If it was late or at night, it should
simply be placed immediately into the shed and the key returned again to the place it

belongs and fastened there securely.

15. However, on the following day, if the weather is dry and the situation suitable,
individuals 1, 2, 7 — 12 accompanied by the inspectors should bring all the fire-fighting
equipment to a convient place and, as already mentioned above, prepare and test it to
see if it has sustained any possible damage. Such damage should be repaired
immediately. If everything checks out to exhibit no problems, then individuals 1 and 2
should rinse out the water sack and hose with clean water to clean them and hang them
up to dry in the sun or air. After that the fire-hose should be tied securely to the back of
the fire engine. It should be placed in a back-and-forth motion on the board and tied
together with the cord that hangs down. Then, if everything else is ready, the sack with
all the equipment should be placed on top of the fire engine from where it had originally

been removed.
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Individuals 11 and 12 should examine the brass nozzle and the screws to see if they are
still in good condition. Otherwise they should be cleaned with clear water as well as the
nozzle itself while the funnels should be taken out and everything dried off, and if

necessary, treated with grease.

Individuals 7 — 10 should rinse off the leather fire-hose with clean water and let it dry
in the sun or air. Should it be winter, it will be necessary to accomplish this drying in a

warm room to which they will be directed.

After this, individuals 11 and 12 will take the leather hose and with the help of
individual 8 fasten securely the upturned cuffs to the pump. Individual 7 and his group
will lay the hose in a back-and-forth motion over the iron hanger so that both ends of
the hose will be hanging inside the fire engine and yet in such a way that it is very even
and not lying crossed-over. Then the fire engine with all the other fire equipment will
be placed right there from where it had been originally taken. The iron loop down
below should be greased with oily rags and all the lamps and torches, as many as had
been taken out before the fire, and all other items necessary for fighting fires, should

now be put back into the equipment sack.

16. So that no one can claim ignorance regarding these matters, all units of fire
equipment will be tested publicly twice yearly just prior to the Easter and Michaelmas
Fairs. Each individual from the population will be directed to his assigned position and
will carry out the prescribed exercises. Each individual will also receive from their
inspectors a brass badge on which the number appears that designates the assigned
tasks [as described above]. With these badges the inspectors will be best able to
recognize who the first and the last individuals were to arrive at the scene of the fire.
However, those individuals 37 to 56 should hand off their badges to their superior
officers 36 and 57 when they report for duty. After the fire, when everything has been
repaired and the pump returned to its storage area, they should report to their
inspectors who will then return these badges to them again. If anyone of these
journeymen should move away from the city, it is his duty to hand over his badge to his
master before he leaves; just as it required of the master to remind his journeymen to do
so. Otherwise there will be a penalty for both for failing to do so. To officially
document these regulations, we have placed our usual city seal here: Leipzig with the

current date. [Place for the seal is indicated]
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